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Preface

Nuclear non-proliferation remains firmly in the focus of public debate, nationally,
regionally and on a global level. While some issues are highly disputed and the
role of law may be seen as ineffective and weak in relation to the questions to be
solved, international law continues to play a distinct role and makes a relevant
contribution in providing an enforceable regulatory framework for securing safety
and security in this important area. Treaty law and evolving customary principles
and rules may be used to balance diverging interests and protect the needs of peo-
ples and individuals that would otherwise remain subject to arbitrary authority and
decision-making. The important task of securing non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons, to ensure the safety and security of peaceful uses of nuclear energy and
to achieve nuclear disarmament under strict and effective international control,
calls for the interpretation and application of international legal rules in their rele-
vant context, a task that this book series endeavours to facilitate. Volume I,' which
started with an exposé of relevant legal issues and international concerns,
addressed a variety of critical questions that require strict and full application of
rules stemming from more than one field of international law. Volume II* was ded-
icated to an in-depth review of controversial aspects of verification and compli-
ance. It assisted to further develop international consensus on critical issues of law
application that remains essential, both from a theoretical perspective and from the
practices of States and international organizations. The positive reception of both
Volumes underlines the need for continued efforts in this field, in order to explore
such issues further.

The present Volume focuses on Legal Aspects of the Use of Nuclear Energy for
Peaceful Purposes. The main body of contributions presented are the results of a
research conference held in Cologne from 19 to 20 November 2015. This follows

'Black-Branch J and Fleck D (Eds), Nuclear Non-Proliferation in International Law, Vol I with
Preface by Mohamed ElBaradei. Springer/Asser Press, 2014.

*Black-Branch J and Fleck D (Eds), Nuclear Non-Proliferation in International Law, Vol Il
Verification and Compliance. Springer/Asser Press, 2015.
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in the tradition of gathering relevant experts to discuss areas pertinent to nuclear
weapons, non-proliferation and contemporary international law through the
Nuclear Round Table series, which have already lead to two comprehensive
Reports, presented at the last two conferences of the International Law Association
(Washington 2014° and Johannesburg 2016%). The Cologne conference provided
an excellent forum for exchange of expertise and in-depth discussion of controver-
sial issues of nuclear safety and security. It also offered an opportunity for a com-
prehensive legal evaluation of the 2015 Nuclear Accord with Iran and its
implementation, a vital topic that is also reflected in this Volume.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to Prof. Kerstin Odendahl,
Executive Director of the Walther Schiicking Institute of International Law
at the University of Kiel, for co-organizing this event in conjunction with the
ILA Committee on Nuclear Weapons, Non-Proliferation and Contemporary
International Law and the Nuclear Round Table series. We are particularly
indebted to the Fritz Thyssen Foundation for again supporting the event, and in
particular to Dr. Thomas Suermann and his team for hosting our conference
in a highly professional and forthcoming manner that has greatly supported our
activities.

Special acknowledgement is again due to our peer reviewers who have offered
their critical advice, encouragement and invaluable suggestions. As all co-authors
appreciated the double anonymous review process, we may express our sincere
gratitude on behalf of all of them.

TMC Asser Press/Springer has helped to secure the publication of this book
series in a very diligent and effective manner. We would like to thank Philip van
Tongeren, Frank Bakker and their team for their interest, outstanding diligence and
encouragement.

Oxford, UK Jonathan L. Black-Branch
Cologne, Germany Dieter Fleck
April 2016

*Legal Aspects of Nuclear Disarmament, http://www.ila-hq.org/en/committees/index.cfm/cid/1025.

*Legal Issues of Verification of Nuclear Non-Proliferation Obligations, http://www.ila-hq.org/en/
committees/index.cfm/cid/1025.
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